JIOLUME 60

June 2011

i AT W,

2”@ >N\

nl::O.. ;‘0\0\\ Maritime

“eessss DY Holland.
NQe22?” Magazine

- - e -

FMMMG61 3, RheinFantasie, Quibian I, Moonen 97

René Berkvens,
CEO at Damen Shipyards Group

HSQE




A Moonen yacht is best experienced at sea. Based on this philosophy, Moonen Shipyards'

managing director and shareholder Ir. Emile Bilterijst invited several members of the international
yachting press to experience their latest delivery at sea. Also onboard was Salim Erdem, a Turkish
businessman with extensive yachting experience. Erdem stated that he had aquired shares in
Moonen Shipyards in 2009 out of passion for yachting, his trust in the Moonen people and his
friendship with Emile Bilterijst. For the scheduled day, the North Sea had whipped up one of its

typical spring storms, and we were greeted by white-capped rollers and winds gusting to Force 7.

Testing conditions

According to the yard captain, these were ideal
testing conditions, and without hesitation the
lines were cast off at the pier of the Hotel New York
in Rotterdam where the yacht had been moored.
Her hydraulic bowthruster and twin propulsion
engines made quick work of manoeuvring out
of the slip, and before the first coffee was sipped,
the yacht was already quietly purring along the
Nieuwe Waterweg towards the sea.

Spec build

In the past six years, Moonen Shipyards have
on average built one yacht 'on spec’ per year.
Building 'on spec' is short for 'on speculation’
and basically involves building a yacht without
a contracting owner. It has been strategy of
Moonen Shipyards for many years now, as

this allows for short delivery times of a proven
design. Furthermore it evens out the production
schedule which is beneficial for the overall
building costs as well.

Usually, these yachts have been sold when still
in the steel/aluminium construction phase,
allowing the owner to completely customise
the interior, while benefitting from a shorter
delivery time. In this case, the build progressed
sale and Moonen Shipyards'
managing director Emile Bilterijst took on the
role of fictive owner. He briefed the interior
designers from Art-Line, based in Arnhem,

without a

the Netherlands to create an interior that had
the difficult task of appealing to a maximum
number of potential buyers, while at the same
time having enough 'punch’ to avoid blandness.



MOONEN 97

A POCRET-SUPERYACHT PUT TO THE TEST IN NORTH SEA CON

Builder
Moonen Shipyards, the Netherlands

Owner
tha

Principal particulars
Length o.a. approx.
Length on design waterline
Bearmn manx.

Draught loaded
Displacement 100% load
Gross tonnage

Max. speed

Range at 9 knots

Main engine power

Main engines

Gearboxes

3000m

27.20m

7.30m

220m

185t

191 GT

13.0 knots at 10% load
4,500 NM

2 ¥ 448 hW
Caterpillar C18 DI-TA
ZFBES

Tank capacities

Fuel 27.500 litres
Fresh water 6.700 litres
Grey/black water tanks 1.500 litres

Naval architect Diana Yacht Design
Exterior styling  René van der Uelden Yacht Design
Interior design Art-Line Interiors

The designers treaded this thin line well and

created a very light and spacious interior.

Loungde

Through the sliding doors on the aft deck, we
enter the large lounge and dining space, which
are separated slightly by the casings for the
engine room ventilation and a bulkhead section
with four rectangular openings - ideal for placing
small sculptures. Strategically placed mirrors
make the space seem bigger than it really is. The
focus is clearly on natural materials, with carved
wood door panels, woven bamboo carpeting

and side tables sculpted out of tree trunks.

Another smart feature is the concealed TV in
the portside casing. Instead of up/down, this
TV slides forward/aft, thus catering both for

The master stateroom is full-beam through the use of an open bathroom
o4 !

the lounge area and the dining area, depending
on where you wish to be seated. Fixed sofas are
found in both the lounge and dining area. In
the portside forward corner, a bar with three
stools is conveniently located at the entrance to
the galley. The milk-glass-topped bar provides
excellent counter space for serving. An open
hall on the centreline leads to the wheelhouse.
The hall is flanked by the galley on portside,
while on starboard, we find the dayhead and
a wardrobe for guests' jackets - a feature often
missing in even much bigger superyachts.
During nighttime sailing, or when privacy is
preferred, the wheelhouse can be closed off with
a partly sliding, partly hinged door.

The galley has doors to both the wheelhouse
and the lounge. An interesting detail are the

brushed stainless steel plates covering the
most-touched parts of the cupboard doors and
drawers. An aesthetic feature which at the same
time is very functional, as it makes the doors

easier to maintain clean.

Guest quarters

Down the stairs in the hall are the guest quarters.
Aft, against the engine room bulkhead, is the
master cabin, which features an open bathroom
with glass doors leading to the shower on one
side and a toilet on the other. Even though the
master cabin is located right next to the engine
room, there is no reason to worry about noise: at
a speed of nine knots, 52 dB(A) were measured,
while at the maximum speed of 13 knots the
noise level is still only 59 dB(A). The wooden

floor in the bathroom is equipped with floor
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