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JeMaSas

Hakvoort's lallest and largest yacht has a versatile layout
and comiforfable, understated nterior that will cosset
her guests, 1Michae| Howorth steps on board inthe
south of Friance, Priotography by Stephane Bravin
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s beginnings go, that of hull
number BN 236 was quite
inauspicious, The client had sold

his previous $l metre yvacht — a
Hakvoort named Lady Alice - and wanted the
same vard o build his new yacht, He and his
captain developed the plans lor over two
vears and |Il:|l1'|.| that the vessel would be
ready for cruising the eastern Mediterranean
in time for the 2004 Olympic Games in
Athens. However, the frustrations of yvacht
building scuppered the plans and the
incomplete yacht, know as Project H&H, was

put on the market. Forunately, yacht broker

Merle Wood had a cliem looking for a y

that could accommodate a helicopter and be
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ready to sail in 12 months. Project H&H
seemed 1o fit the bill, and she was sold o her
present owner in December 2004, On paper
the only change that needed 1o be made was
the specification for the helicopter landing
platform on the stern, The platform had been
constructed as a touch-and-go pad and had 1o
be substantially strengthened o cammy the new
owners helicopter when cruising. While this
modification was taking place, designers and
family influences brought about some
changes to the interior guest areas. The
owner also renamed the yacht jfeMaSa after
his three daughters

We joined the yacht as she lay alongside the

commercial jetty in the porn of Nice. At first

glance she does not look radically different
from other vachts of her size. She has
pleasantly flowing lines and her three decks
and overall length of 30 metres offer a sense of
perfect propomion. What marks her out is her
which wWas

superbh  manoeuvrability

demonstrated soon after we boarded. The pon

requested that she char berth and, listening

o her start up and watching her captain move
her acmoss a short stretch of dock, it was clear
just how quiet she Is in operation and how
well she handles in close quarters situation
When mot in use as a helipad, the sundeck

aft accommodates the rescue boat, and the
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cleverly disguised that the uninitiated are



unlikely to question why a fifth lifeboat

canister appears one deck above its sisters.

Glass doors enclose the area under the madar

arch, creating a large, well-equipped
gymnasium that includes all manner of fitness
cquipment in addition to a steam shower, The
doors open (o the spa pool astern and a
dining and sunbathing arca forward. A food
lift links the alfresco dining area directly 1o the
galley two decks below

More sunbathing space can be found one
deck down forward of the bridge. This
delightful semi circular area is just one thar
guests will covet — it can be converted into an
open-air cinema or a huge sleeping area

under the stars. Crew cad access the foredeck
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Left: the sunbathing
area forward of the
bridge becomes an
open-air cinema or a
delightful place to star
gaze on clear nights.
Above: splendid views
accompany dining on
the aft bridge deck
Right: the ingenious
tender launching
system. Below: the
gym and alfresco
dining on the sundeck
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