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Wk s o . _ By optimizing
\ ( ) I \I JI y | _ their refit to meet
client demands,

Jamaica Bay’s owners

are continuing the

success of their

famous charter

By MARK MASCIAROTTE / Photographs By CHRIS MOORHOUSE Gperatlﬂn.




VERY NOW AND THEN, A BOAT 15
built that not only stands the test
of time but also has the unique
ability to keep pace with changes
in technology and design without
missing a beat.

One such boat was 137-foot Jamaica Bav,

vithout question one of the most successful
charter boats of all time, She 15 considered by
many aficionados o be among the loveliest
meor yachis ever built, a tribute o her naval
architect, the late Joost Beekman,

The boat’s last owner, a New York City-hased
syndicate, greatly appreciated her classic styling
and itenor. Yet despite the individual partners”
delight with her successtul charter program, the

time came when they needed a larger boat to

accommaodate a greater number of guests, They
instructed their broker, Bob Murray, 1o find a
boat that had the same characteristics as their
heloved famaica Bay

I'he result of Murray's search was 168-fool
e 1. Originally delivered in 1987 as
Leoerie [ by the Schweers Shipyard, the boat
bore a stnking resemblance to Jamaica Bav,

and not without reason. The vacht's drawings
had been adopted without approval from

another of Beekman's designs, the 48-meter  na but kept the same sweeping sheer and cruis
Amels-built Karalina. er stern for which Beekman was known. Her
Leacrie Il was slightly longer than Katali-  original interior had been designed by Terence
Disdale and executed by Warrings GmbH in
Bremerhaven. During her initial years in the
charter trade, the vacht had enjoyed a good deal

of success with a spacious arrangement that pro
vided six double cabins, a large, private dining
salon and one of the most roomy main salons ever
installed on a yacht of her size.

After several years, she was put up for sale
Her next owner knew a thing or two about the art
of cruising. The late founder of Carnival Cruise
Lines and chief executive of its more up market
divisions, Seabourne and Holland- America, Ted
Anson used the boat—which he re-named Mylin
fii—frequently. For the most part Arison kept
her off the charter market until he wok delivery
of his next yacht, a Van Lent Feadship.

Once Arison began using the larger Mylin [V
he frequently accepted charters for Mulin TiF,

In 19493, the boat changed hands once again,
Renamed Intrepicd I, the vacht suffered a strange
accident that took the boat out of service for
nearly a year, While hauled in Louisiana for a
rostine bodtoam full‘.l_ the ﬂl,l;[lm_gl |,||':\.|]| ek she was

The original pastel tones, limed oak and French Provincial chairs of the dining salon have been replaced s :
with a more classic and masculine 19th century style under a simplified overhead. in became unstable and nearly capsized, knock
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the vacht off her blocks and crashing her
into the port wingwall, Damage was substantial
enough to require some structural work w the
boat’s deckhouse, and she was moved o Mer
rill-Stevens Dry Dock in Miami to effect repairs
During the repairs, the owner commissioned
Claudette Bonville 1o perform a two-stage refil
of the interior that, when finished, included all
of the staterooms, the main and dining salons,
the exterior lounges and the galley.

Llpon her re-entry to the charter market, frire-
pigl If once again found herself booked solid for

bath the Caribbean and Mediterranean seasons.
Clients who still appreciated her handsom
and spacious interior were even more pleased

with her fresh new look.

!

1% Nt
1 Bavy’s svndicate, now sernously

[he yacht’s success in charter trade

lost on Jam:

looking for a larger vessel, The svndicate’s

spokesman, an owner-pariner who deals with
the day-to-day operation of the boat, explained
the reason behind their decision

“Several [of my partners] wanted (o be able
(0 take more people in master suites, and M
e T had four master suites instead of two, ['We
also wanted| the classic hines, the canoe stern

and the warm nich inftenor that we had in the old

boat, and frrepid 11t the bl because she was
of the identical design, just larger.”

Although such factors as the greater stabili-

ty and speed gained from a larger boat entered
the decision-making process, the key require-
ment was the additional accommodation space
offered by the Schweers boat.

“I had always thought that four staterooms
were enough,” the owner confided, “but it was
n't necessarily true.”

In their desire to maintain the same look as
their previous boat, the owners turned to Felix
Buvtendijk, who was responsible for that boat's
interior design during his tme as head of DIANA
Yacht Design’s intenor department. Buytendijk
sitid the owners had a number of requirements,
among them were an entirely different general
arrangement, an improved deck layvout, and a
totally new look for the décon

decording to the owner, Buvendijk was given
total control of the design. He recalled that at a
meeting aboard the original fmeaica Bay, his
instructioms were clear and simple

"l asked, " You can duplicate this can’t you'?

Removing the bar and the cabinet hiding the staircase results in a more open space for the
main salon. Mahogany joinery creates a more formal ambiance.

“When Felix responded, "Sure,” I just said
“Then do it.™

Omnce the drawings were approved, the boat
wits delivered to Astilleros de Mallorca, a Spar
ish yard that has earned an excellent reputation
for its refit work on large yvachts. In all, the refit
comsumed six months and imvolved a highly con-
densed schedule designed to permit the boat to
resume her Mediterranean charter schedule as
s00nN as possible

[he result is impressive. Although Buy
tendijk s imerior layvout maintains the number of
cahins, the amrangement has been substantially

altered. The dining salon, onginally placed for

ird of the galley, was moved aft between the

galley and the main salon, providing space for
an additional stateroom and head on the main
deck. Un the deck below, two cabins in the for

'.'k:|!'|,| section of the ':'l.ll. st accommodation w (el [
combined, resulting in a grand, full-beam VIP

stateroom

with two heads. The arrangement of
the other three cabins was retained, although all
were stripped of their interiors and totally rebuilt

Although the new arrangement is more flex
ible than the one it replaced, it does not hinder
the access necded by the crew to provide the
NECESSUrY 5Cr ces dunng the DUSY PErios w hen
1 are aboard. To increase the level of
s were introduced to the crew
1w kowand puest
cabin and its stairway forward of

passen

service, char

accommaodation. By removing ar

the engine
room, Buyiendijk gained space in the crew
accommodation, enlarging it enough to house
14 im six cabins while providing a large crew
mess and walk-in cold store

In keeping with the owners’ desire 1o main
tain the overall look and style of their old boat

Buvtendijk's interior architecture incorporales
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the classical 19t century elegance characterized
by rich, dark, raised-pane]l mahogany joinery,
gold-plated sconces and accessories, and Juxu-
rious hand-tufted wool carpet from Hong Kong-
based Tai Ping. This change was accomplished
by completely removing all interior walls with
the exceptions of the galley and wheelhouse

'he architectural woodworking throughout
the boat was carried out by Ruiter Yachting, a
joinery contractor based in Monnickendam, Hol-
land, whose work has appeared on other Buy
tendijk projects, such as Lady Tiffany and Lady
Duvera. The shipyard performed the construc-
tion and installation of the lacguer-finished over
heads as well as the installation of lighting and
other ship’s systems.,

In the public spaces, free-standing furniture
was needed that reflected the theme penned by
Buytendijk. Coffee tables, bedsteads and a vari
ety of chairs were built by Reprodux, a English
firm that matched the stains in their furmiture (o
the joinery produced by Ruiter. Reprodux also
delivered antique-finished leather for such acces

sories as writing-desk pads.
Soft goods throughout the boat are of the

highest quality, supplied by manufacturers such
as Stroheim & Roman, JAB and Fischbacher.
In the overheads, upholstered surfaces are cov
ered in Majilite.

Work on the exterior was also comprehen

sive and added features i paranteed o add value
to the boat as a chaner tool. Seating was added
and a

on all exterion large spa, sur

rounded by a vast sunpad, was installed at the

OUMECS

forward end of the sundeck

After leaving Spain, the boat went to Colon-
na's Shipyard in Norfolk, Virgima, for a com
plete mechanical refit that brought her up to
commercial standards as required by her coun
try of register. She returned to the Mediter

Wrapping the tub and wash stand in wood paneling gave the master bath a big face lift.
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One of the last vestiges of Disdale's styling, the mas-
ter stateroom was completely recast.

ranean for a full summer season of charter that
has been followed by an equally busy winter
season in the Caribbean

[t is difficult 1o know whether the popular
ity of this remarkable boat is due to her size, 0
her well-planned arrangement, or (o her excep-
| crew. Perhaps it is due to the attractive

LIOma

Inie 5 she has had over the years by some of
the industry s best designers. Perhaps 11 15 sum
ply her name. Surprisingly, even her owner can
not be certain

“We've built up a chentele who knows the

crew from the old boat,” he remarked thought-
fully. “But | suspect it’s the classic design, the
displacement hull with a canoe stern. And most
people want six staterooms, which 1s the maost
popular lavout from the charter point of view. |
euess she's just the right size.”

Whatever the reason, as this is written in the
spring of 2001, Jamaica Bay is booked solid

until next Yoar

MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS, PAGE 152
INTERIOR RESOURCES, PAGE 20






