TULLd




IN EVERY RESPECT, INCLUDING THE ORIG-
inal impetus for her creation, Lady Marina em-
badies the flair, individuality, sophistication, and
the teamwork of a true custom vacht.

"When 1 started actovely thinking about an-
other boat, the market had peaked,” said Lady
..IIIr.'.'.ll'.'fl' £ OwWiIer, a I 'I]Ill]"'.lll |HJ\II!E'\\III.III '|'\I!l'l
prefers anonymity. “I visited many reputable
brokers in the Mediterranean and looked at a
number of vachts, [ even made an offer for Myfin
I When that came to nothing, | came to the
conclusion that if I couldn’t buvy what [ wanted,
I might just as well build,” he said. “The thing that
really excited me was having my own input into
the project. After all, I have a hands-on approach

to running my businesses, so why should 1 look

for anything less in my boat?”
While repeat business is high praise for any de-
signer, repeating a project isn't Don Starkey's cup

of tea, or so the owner of Lady Manna discovered
when he approached Starkey with a requesi for
avacht just like Mi Gaea, a Feadship he had char
tered that Starkey had designed for an American
client several vears ago
“1 said ‘no’,” Starkey said. “And then [ wold him
I thought he would be happier if 1 designed a
vacht just for him.” Intrigued by the possibilities,
the owner hired Starkey and
began his search for a vard BY JUHH
“I developed my own spec- WALKER
ifications,” the owner said. “1

incorporated features such as PHOTOS BY
a fold-out transom and full- BILL MUNCKE

beam accommodations for-
ward. Several of the vards gave me the clear
impression that they wanted to build their yachi
for me, and not my vacht for me, which was not
quite what I had in mind.” »
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The salon (top) is
partially separated
from the dining room
(center) by a grouping
of pillars and cabinets
containing a bay, a
bookcase, and storage
for china and crystal.
The decorative panels
in the dining salon
reverse for a different
look. The ouner’s

office is at right.
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“l chose Hakvoort partly on price, but
mosily because I fele that they were look-
ing to do something very different for the
vard, and that they were receptive to my
thoughts and plans,” the owner said.

Charged with the overall exterior and
interior styling, Starkey describes his briet
as being “pretty free, within the overall
constraints of providing a generous suite
tor the owners, room for 19 among the
guesis, personal staff, and crew, and
maximum social space on the upper
deck.” His response, directly representing
the overall stvle of her owner, was a de-
sign in which subtlety and qualitative un-
derstatement are the creed.

Which 1s not to say Lady Marina 1s a
vacht devoid ol surp ises and statements,

Look no further than the spectacular
entrance lobby, a grand gesture of wel-
come with its magnificent starwell rising
through three deck levels and enhanced
in height and width by mirrors. Natural
and artificial light are focused for best ef-
fect, classical bronze and alabaster statuary,
natural greenery, swirling balustrades, and
a wall of sandblasted cedar chamfered to
mimic namral stone were themes drawn

from the owner's home,

Forward of the entrance lobby on the main
deck s the master suite, revealing another
facet of the vessel and her owner. An im-
pressive mahogany paneled door opens 1o
reveal a masculine th;u'_; —asanchuary fin
eclectic tastes, The area is dominated by a
cherry desk inlaid with leather. Secreted
behind its tradinonal facade are the ke
boards and modems that provide this cap-
tain of indusuy with instant access to a
computer database. Dark brierwood cor:
ner cabinets, ivory brocade wall coverings,
and ribbed overheads are tastefully set off by
the light oak sole with its red cherry inlays,

A rompe 'oeil bookease on the library's
forward bulkhead opens wo the master state-
room, which stretches generously across
the full width of the vessel. Here an un-
derstated background of ivory carpets and
overheads is dotted with red and black lac-
quered cabinets and accented by detailed
scenes [rom oriental history. The adjoining
sitting area features a soft ivory leather
couch and an intrigning fresco of medieval
Furopean origin.

The owner specified guest accommoo-
dations for eight below deck in four dou-
ble suites; these four cabins, each opening
ofl a central lobby, offer added flexibility.
The after pair, matched in every detail,
offer spacious living and decoratively dis-
play common motifs on the silk bedspreads
and Moroccan floor coverings, The for-
witrd suites may be divided or left open, giv-
ing either a fullwidth VIP suite with sitting

room, or two large doubles.
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